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Thank you and best wishes
for the festive season!

Christmas
closure
information

The coordinating teams at the Administrative Centre in Manchester and the Data
Coordinating Centre in Liverpool would
like to express their thanks to all teams
for their continued hard work and support
of the TOPS trial.

The Data Coordinating
Centre is closed from 23rd
December 2014 and reopens 05 January 2015.
If a serious adverse event,
or other urgent query,
occurs during this period
there will be someone
available to help on 30th
December.
If you have an enquiry
requiring a response on
30th December please
either call +44 (0) 151 706
4265 (answer phone
available) or alternatively
email
h.gillard@liverpool.ac.uk

ClinicalTrials.gov : NCT00993551 http://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT00993551

TOPS speech therapists in the meeting in September

Update: TOPS progress
Last September, we held another successful TOPS Speech meeting, this
time in Manchester (see picture above). We are very grateful to all who
contributed to this meeting. We thank in particular the Core Speech Group
who are leading these efforts!
As you know, we will continue with recruitment of patients for TOPS until
the end of June 2015. We appreciate the good work in all teams to make
the best of the remaining time to recruit as many patients as possible!
Regarding the future of our trial, we are in the process of applying for a
renewal grant for another five years, so that the follow-up can be
concluded and the data can be analysed. A few weeks ago, we received
feedback from the NIH reviewers and we are currently addressing their
questions. We have been invited to provide further information, in
particular we should provide evidence for records being taken in a timely
manner and follow-up carried out as planned.
We will need all your help with returning records (Case Report Forms and
speech recordings), as soon as possible, please, so that our reports to the
reviewers can be as up to date as possible. For us to be able to include
records in our response to the NIH we need to have received CRFs and
speech recordings by 12th January 2015.
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Update: TOPS trial coordination at
the Data Coordinating Centre in
Liverpool

Oslo
25th November

You probably know already that we have had some
staff changes to the team at the Data Coordinating
Centre (DCC). There are two new data managers
in post: Paul Tate and Callam Weldon (shown in
the photograph on this page) – both can be
reached at the email tops.trial@liverpool.ac.uk .
While Paul is keeping track of CRFs, Callam is
dealing with the speech recordings.
We take this opportunity to confirm the primary
roles of DCC (Liverpool) and AC (Manchester): The
DCC usually deals with all queries about consent
for TOPS, with Case Report Forms and speech
recordings, while the AC deals with resources for
sites, such as finances, equipment and contracts.
We are working closely together, and are helping
out where we can, wherever you direct your query.

ClinicalTrials.gov : NCT00993551 http://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT00993551

Contact Details
Contacts at the
Administrative Centre

Contacts at the Data
Coordinating Centre

Dieter Weichart
Tel: +44 (0) 161 275 6792

Paul, Callam and
colleagues
Tel +44 (0) 151 282
4727

d.weichart@manchester.ac.uk

Phil Eyres
Tel. +44 (0) 161 275 6809

The TOPS team at DCC Liverpool - Paul Tate, Nicola
Harman, Jo Eatock and Callam Weldon showing an
example of a TOPS participant card

Speech Recordings:
Thank you for all your work in providing us
with the speech recordings this year. Just a
quick reminder that at the start of each video
(also test recordings) please remember to
show the TOPS participant card and say the
randomisation number (or for training recordings, the participant ID number) and child’s
date of birth out loud so that we know which
TOPS participant is in the video.
If you have not got a TOPS participant card or
you need any additional cards please get in
touch with DCC and we will send you some.

Email:
tops.trial@liverpool.ac.uk

Phil.eyres@manchester.ac.uk

Linda Norman
Tel. +44 (0) 161 275 6783

From all at the Administrative and Data
Coordinating Centres, we wish you all the
best for the festive season and New Year!

Happy TOPS New Year!

TOPS speech recordings are of
great quality!
One of the roles which Phil in Manchester has
had during the last year was to look at the
quality of speech recordings received.
The news is that the huge majority (>92%) of
the 12-month recordings have been of excellent
quality so far. Phil is now beginning to work
with the 3-year-speech recordings.
We are certainly accumulating a rich collection
of recordings which will be analysed. This
exciting part of our project is planned to be
funded by the renewal grant mentioned above.

